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by lightning, or by the fire of heaven; and that he
told the Assyrians, that if they could find his ashes,
they should carefully preserve them, for that their
empire should continue no longer than while his
ashes should remain in being ; that afterward it fell
out accordingly, that he was killed by lightning, and
that the Assyrians did so preserve his ashes, but
that they were afterwards taken from them by the
Persians, who overthrew their empire.

N. B. All this is summed up thus in fact; that
Zoroaster left behind him wholesome rules of virtue
and good government, which as long as the Assy-
rians kept in memory, and worthily followed,
they were prosperous, as he foretold them they
would be; but when afterwards they degenerated
into vice, and ceased to obey the rules which he
had set them, they fell into divisions and factions,
civil wars and devastations, which at length ended
in the ruin of their empire.

Cadmus, mentioned before, was a Phoenician, but
went from his own country and settled in Greece,
where, as they say, he built the city of Thebes, and
was made king of it, in consequence of the per-
formances and in veneration of his learning, having
brought sixteen letters of the Greek alphabet among
them; not that he invented those letters, though,
he has the fame of it to this day : the letters were
these; a, /3, y, &, e, t, ^ K, X, v, o, v3 5, a-, T, v ; the
other four 6, f, ^ %, they tell us were afterwards
supplied by Palamedes, during the siege of Troy.

But the moral of the story is this ; that Cadmus
came from Phoenicia into Greece, where by his
learning he instructed the people, civilized and
polished their manners, and taught them the know-
ledge of letters; directed them to build houses, and
inhabit together in towns and villages, which they
then called cities; and, in a word, introduced
among them discipline and good government: in